Join the Angel Club at www.ababysbreath.org
Dear Pro-Life Friend,
A Baby’s Breath is an all volunteer, tax free, non-profit 501(c)3 organization. We are dedicated to assisting
mothers with crisis pregnancies get information and counseling in their time of need. Our organization
provides free pregnancy counseling, GED tutoring, prenatal classes, pregnancy testing,
parenting classes, and assistance in setting goals.
This year a new A Baby’s Breath center has opened in St. David’s, PA. Please
help A Baby’s Breath continue to grow and help build the Culture of Life in
St. David’s as well as Collegeville and Jeffersonville! Together we can save
babies and help heal moms who have been devastated by abortion. You can
help us do this life-saving work by joining The Angel Club.
Please review and prayerfully consider the support levels shown on our
website. Our Angel Club is for those who wish to participate in our
ministry on a monthly basis. But a one time donation in any amount is
also deeply appreciated–and needed! You may be assured that your
investment is helping to save the 'least among us' who cannot speak for
themselves–our little angels–the unborn!
Go to the website and sign-up today.
Your donation is tax deductible.
Thank you for your support!
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Please help
A Baby’s Breath
grow and help
build the
Culture
of Life

Executive
Committees
Corporate Board
Karen Patota, Founder & President
Chris Cusatis, Vice President
Margaret Malloy, Treasurer
Joe Baldassari, Secretary
Members:
John Giorgis, Dianne Boyle,
Mark Hitchcock, Paul Burdett,
Anthony Re and
Dorothy Swedkowski
Jeffersonville Division
2118 W. Main Street
Jefferson, PA
610-630-9630
Dannine Carpentier, Director
Dannine Carpentier, General Manager
Chris Baran, Asst. General Manager
Joe Baldassari, Secretary
Dianne Boyle, Record Keeper
Collegeville Division
Collegeville, PA
78 Second Avenue
610-489-0083
Maryann McDonnell, Director
Chris Cusatis, General Manager
Paul Burdett, Asst. General Manager
Maryann McDonnell, Secretary
Jane Cusatis, Record Keeper
St. David’s Division
523 E. Lancsater Ave.
St. David’s, PA
610-955-2249
Maria Colflesh and Jack Toukatly,
Co-Directors
Dorothy Stipa, General Manager
Juliet Najdawi, Asst. General Manager
Jack Toukatly, Secretary
Paul Lavallee, Record Keeper
Members: Christa Gartner,
Debbie McKenna, Jeanine Peters,
Carol Grace, Pat Oswald, Helen Viggiano,
Rosemary Friedrich, Jo Ann Alicia Foley,
Emily Rebalsky and Jen Volpe
Spiritual Directors
Father Patrick Sweeney
Father John Hagen

Thanksgiving
by Karen Patota
A Baby’s Breath celebrates its
seventh Christmas with another
center opening this past August 15.
The Collegeville center continues
to thrive and serve mothers
and families in need and the
Jeffersonville center has survived a
flood and has moved to the 2nd
floor to continue its mission to help
a mother to see her child take
his/her first breath.

directors, she graciously and
humbly said that she wanted to
be considered for the position.
She’s a beautiful person inside and
out and will be a great resource for
mothers, fathers, and families in a
crisis pregnancy.
We have received our first
client
already
at
our
David’s
center.
St.
Our new co-director,
Maria
Colflesh
provided her with
the support she
needed to have
the choice of
life affirmed.
Jen Volpe, St.
David’s other codirector is out on
maternity leave.
She gave birth to
another little girl,
Amelia, on October
19. The parenting classes
are scheduled to begin in
St. David’s in January.

The
Our mission could not
love for
continue without the
generous donations
children is the
of many supporters
and without the
generous donation primary motivation
of time by our
volunteers. One of
for many of the
our
volunteers
stepping down after
volunteers at
five years is Vince
Arena. He said yes
A Baby’s
when many others said
no. He and his family gave
Breath
generously of their time and
treasure. A Baby’s Breath thanks
him and his family for their support
over the years.
Margaret Malloy, our Director and
Parenting Class Coordinator at
Jeffersonville gave birth to Thomas
Malloy on September 14. We were
left for a short time in September
with no directors at Jeffersonville.
That was when I met Dannine
Carpentier. She had come to our
organization over the summer. As I
was mostly at the St. David’s center
this past summer–opening a center,
I hadn’t had a chance to meet her.
Then, in the mad scramble of trying
to find a replacement director, I met
Dannine. When she heard of the
monumental tasks assigned to our

Collegeville is also preparing to
begin parenting classes in January.
We have a new director in
Collegeville–Maryann McDonnell.
She is from St. Eleanor’s parish and
is called to serve at A Baby’s Breath
by a love for children.
The love for children is the primary
motivation for many of the
volunteers at A Baby’s Breath. We
hug our children and love them
because they are here. We are
thankful that God gave us the
resources to give mothers, fathers
and families the truth about their
pregnancies and to help give the
choice of life real hope. ■
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The “Silent
Auction”:
A View From
the Podium

everyone blew their diets–but we
understand, so not to worry!

By John J. Giorgis
It’s called a Silent Auction. And on a
lovely fall Friday night in midNovember about 150 or so, not-sosilent Champions of Life, gathered
together at The Plymouth Country
Club in Plymouth Meeting, PA to
laugh, talk, share, eat, drink, cheer,
applaud, cry, party, make merry,
raise a ruckus and celebrate at A
Baby’s Breath Fifth Annual Silent
Auction. The purpose of the Silent
Auction event may have been to
raise money for the life (baby)
saving work of the three centers
operated by A Baby’s Breath but
what broke out that night was a
Pro-Life Festival Celebration of Life!
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Now you might think that it
happened spontaneously (and there
was a bit of that!) but to my way of
looking at things you have to give
credit to the dedicated Silent
Auction Committee for arranging
everything for this party to be
properly born. (Hmmm, just like
the work that’s done at A Baby’s
Breath!) If you were there, you know
they spent months preparing for it.
Co-Chairpersons Judi ArenaOndik and Vincent Arena were
assisted by the S.A. Committee
members Bill Buchanan, Barbara
Fritz, Emily Rebalsky, Marie
Raquet, Dave & Betsy Russo,
Patty Sosnader, Bud & Dorothy
Swedkowski and a small army
of auction night volunteers.
Collectively they spent untold
days and hours in meetings, site
preparation, planning, and also
cajoling auction items and
donations for the event. The
dedicated committee and volunteers
collected items and donations from
76 individual donors and 123
businesses for the event. As a result
the ten auction tables held over 130
auction items not including the 24
items raffled off live that night or

Vincent Arena &
Judi Arena-Ondik
the 25 different certificates and
items everyone got who purchased a
red rose or the ten items that were
auctioned off live!!!
I’m exhausted just thinking about it.
Of course they also created and
operated the tracking system for all
these items, made and printed
the Auction guide, secured
numerous ‘last minute’
donations, captured
the winning bids and
made sure they got
those items to the
correct winning
bidder, printed and
sold the event
tickets, advertised and
promoted it too, made
and coordinated the
facility arrangements
with the good people at
Plymouth Country Club
and did all that while
throwing a really terrific party
for over 150 people!

At about 8:20 I went to the podium
to open things up for the night
officially. What a difference from
last year! You might say this was a
‘promotion’ for me since last year
was my first visit to the Silent
Auction ever as a new Board
Member. However I have “MC’d”
(Master of Ceremonies) events
before for my church, and several
corporate events. Also I had
“auctioneered” at an art auction at
church a couple of times, so for
some reason based on this “vast”
reservoir of experience I had
accumulated, Vince felt I should
(and could) take his position at the
podium this year. After I discovered
what he had been doing as
Chairman of the Silent Auction, I
understood why!
I’d like to say that from there on it
was smooth sailing. I’d like to,
but the sound system made
sure I couldn’t. Three
microphones, two jacks
and a reset podium
later we managed to
communicate at a
somewhat tolerable
level with the
Fr.
audience.
Sweeny, Pastor of
St. Eleanor’s Parish
and spiritual advisor
to ABB was able to
get through the
opening prayer and our
guest speaker Karen Barnes
gave a moving talk on how ABB
had blessed her and her family who were
with her. It was a magical moment
when she introduced her beautiful
daughter Ashley to the audience!

I saw a
celebration of Life
by those present
and a commitment
to take Life and
live it to the
fullest

[I am willing to bet right now that
they hope a few more of you will
volunteer to help at next year’s
Silent Auction! (Call now!)]
It was a great party. The event got
underway at 8:00 p.m. with many
folks enjoying the libations at the
cash bars while the rest feasted on
the outstanding food at the buffet.
And yes it was impossible to stay
away from the pasta bar so we know

From there the rest of the
evening was a whirling blur of
announcements, appeals, answering
questions, raffles, roses, the
incredible live auction, HEAT–it
was very warm up there at the
podium–quick gulps of water, more
announcements and suddenly–it
CONTINUED on page 5

Thanks to our Many Donors!
CORPORATE DONORS
J.J. White Inc.
Knights of Columbus–Valley Forge Chapter
CORPORATE GRANT
Lockheed Martin
SECOND COLLECTIONS
Father Patrick Sweeney of St. Eleanor’s Church
Bishop Daniel Thomas of Our Lady of the Assumption
MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Gerald Daly, In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Daly
Mark Mihm, In memory of Martha Wilkinson
MERCK PARTNERSHIP
DONORS
Joseph Arena
Michael Borichewski
Stephen Koenig
William McCullers
Lorenzo Muniz
Sandra Robertson
ANGEL CLUB DONORS
Joseph Arena
Albert Brown
James and Mary Burns
John Castaldi
Maria Elaina Colflesh
Jim DiRado, Sr.
James Doyle
Joseph Ehasz
Erwin
George Finnin
Jo Ann Foley
Thomas & Patricia Frawley
John M. and Mrs. Gatto
John Giorgis
Michael Glodek
William Howard
Edward Kaeser
Marilyn Killough
Matthew Larkin
Constance Lavallee
Paul Lavallee
Robert & Margaret McManus
Elizabeth McManus
Mike Miller
Danielle Murphy
Gertrude O’Donnell
Pat Oswald
Karen Patota
Larry Pennypacker
Elizabeth Rafferty
Guiseppe & Mary Scillia
Dan & Becky Shearn
St. Eleanor Church
Raymond Tarantola
Chris Torzone
Barbara & Christine Tulio
Michael J. Vattimo
Patricia Vitelli
Noreen Whalen
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Cabrini College–
Cavaliers for Life
Scott & Frances Mozloom
Goodling
Michael McAvoy & Family
Mother of Divine Providence
Church
St. Monica Church

RUN FOR LIFE SPONSORS
Diane Barone
Pattie Bucaccio
James Bucher, D.M.D.
Arc Campli
Creative Design and
Production
Christa Gardner
Generation Life
Gimpel Software
John Kelly
V. Kelly
Kids N Kribs
Jonathan Klui
Knights of ColumbusMater Dei Council #4129
Paul Lavallee
Lotus Inn
Jim McCabe
Michelle Nails
Pro-Life Union
of Southeastern PA
Carolyn Seidle
Kevin Shields
St. Norbert’s Knights of
Columbus
Carolyn Stupka
The Mustard Seed
Sue Tierney
Sheila Young
GOODS & SERVICES
DONORS
Louise Alba
Katherine Baker
Pattie Bucaccio
David Erfer
Megan Fox
Eva Gambone
Lisa Harrell
Linda Kidd
Lissa & Matt Kuhnert
Paul Lavallee
Lotus Inn
Jim McCabe
Michelle Nails
Joanne Murray
Betsy Puntel
Josephine Robinson
Suzanne Siedel
Colllen Simpson
The Women @ Shannondell
Jack Toukatly
Kathy Zavrotny
SILENT AUCTION DONORS
A Touch of Heaven
Academy of Natural Sciences
Acme
American Bread Co.
Anonymous

Applebee’s, Audubon
Applebee’s, E. Norriton
Mrs. Eleanor Arena
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Arena
Asher’s Florist & Gift Shoppe
Jaspal & Bela Bagga
Katherine Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Baldassari
Baldassari Landscaping
Janet Bavas
Bay Pony Inn
Before & After Salon
Drs. Robert Bentz &
Sara Cooley Bentz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Berardelli
Bernard Kozikowski
Plumbing & Heating
Best Western
Betsy Bags
Blockbuster
Barbara Bores
BowTies
Sarah Vaughan Brakman
& James Youakim
Lisa Brogan
Toni Lynn Brown
Bill Buchanan
Rosemary Buchanan
Mr. & Mrs. James Burke
Buyers’ Choice
Caesar’s Pocono Resort
Michelle Calhoun
Candy Bouquet, Trooper
Catholic Shop
Center Square Golf Club
Charlie’s Pizzeria
Chartreuse Moose
Jewelry and Gifts
Christopher’s
A Neighborhood Place
Rita & Dean Cimino
Clair Pruitt Photography
Cock & Bull at Peddlar’s Village
Cold Stone Creamery
Sarah Colton
Conservatory of Dance
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Cope
Betsy Coyle
Cracker Barrel
Jacqueline & Benjamin Crahalla
Creed’s Seafood & Steaks
Mr. & Mrs. John Cunningham
Chris Cusatis
DeKalb Produce
Designed Treasures
Dicocco Family’s St. Jude Store
Sandy Dignazio
Karen D’Orsogna
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D’Orsogna
DoubleTree, Plymouth Meeting
Dutch Apple Theatre

Joseph & Joan Ehasz
Steph Embree
Enchanted Florist
Facenda-Whitaker Lanes
Fairview Lunch
Yolanda Fazzini
Elaine Fee
Flanigan’s Boat House
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Fleming
Francesco & Giovanni
Salon & Spa
Robert Friedman
Barb Fritz
G & J Nails
Bev Gallagher
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Garczynski
Mr. & Mrs. Geno Germano
Sandra Gianguilio
Gianni Bros. Specialty Foods
Joette Giorgis
Glasswraps Beadware & Jewellry
Golden Sea Restaurant
Charles & Susan Gordon
Carol Grace
Grandma Brenna’s
Bakery & Casual Dining
Kim Granito
Grisafi Chiropractic
David & Mary Ann Gullick
Father John Hagen
Jim Hageney
Hatfield Quality Meat
Helium Comedy Club
Helping Hands–
Toni Lynn Brown
Kay Hohlfeld
Hollywood Video
Elizabeth J. Howarth
Ilona Day Spa and Salon
Inn The Gardens B&B
Inspiration Stained Glass
Italian Market
Jack Frost/Big Boulder
Casimir Janicki
Rose & Ed Kaeser
Kathy’s Just Desserts
Kathleen S. Kelley
Kelley Kreations
Hand Crafted Jewelry
Kimberton Inn
K’Nex Industries
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kolpak
La Bella Cucina
LA Fitness
Lady Mabel’s Baskets
Charlie & Nancy Lake
Mary Larkin
Jessie Laspina
Lederach Golf Course
Liberty Golf
Linfield Golf Club
Frances Lomonaco
Long Horn Steakhouse
MAB Paints
Mr. & Mrs. David Magagna
Maggiano’s Little Italy
Eileen & Jim Mahady
Markley Farms Swim Club
Phil & Mary Marrara
Max & Erma’s
Marianne McClatchy
Sandy McDonnell
Father McManus
Melting Pot
Mercy Suburban Hospital
Lynn Michalak
Gus & Sandy Milito
Moles Flower and Gift Shop
Montgomery Theater
Tom & Rose Mosteller
Mark & Mary Mueller
Connie Noonan
Grace Opdyke
Oriental Pearl Asian Cuisine
Outback Steakhouse
Papa John’s Pizza
Paradise Nails
Gina & Robb Parlanti

Karen & John Patota
People’s Light & Theatre
Jeannine & Michael Peters
Philadelphia 76ers
Philadelphia Eagles
Philadelphia Flyers-Carnival
Philadelphia Marriott West
Philadelphia Phillies-Phestival
Playdrome Main Office
Plaza Flowers
Please Touch Museum
Plymouth Country Club
Rainbow Dinner Theatre
James Raquet
Marie & Rich Raquet
Mr. Robert Raquet
Ray’s Dinner
Emily Rebalsky
Risher Van Horn Flowers
Rivercrest Golf Club
Robbins Diamonds
Mary Roberto
Rocco’s Pizza
Sonja Romano
William Romano
Romano’s Macaroni Grill
Betsey & Dave Russo
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse
Teresa Sabatini
Salon D’Artiste
Senator Rick Santorum
Select Grill
Seraphim Cakes
Serendipity Spa Services
Sesame Place
Seven Stars Inn
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sherman
Skippack Stylekrafters
Patty & Glen Sosnader
Sports Unlimited
Spring Mountain
Springford Country Club
Starbucks, Audubon
Dorothy Stepenaski
Studio M Foods
Mr. & Mrs. Bud Swedkowski
David Swedkowski
Theresa Swedkowski
Fran Tallant
Talutto’s Italian Outlet
Linda Taucher
Tee-Tee’s Catering
The Blue Bell Flower Shoppe
The Body Serene Day Spa
The Great American Pub
The Great Frame Up
The Great Harvest
Bread Company
The Inn at Jim Thorpe
The Jaydor Company
The Philadelphia Zoo
The Walnut Street Theatre
Tom’s Pet Outlet
Ronald & Mary Trabocco
Trader Joe’s
Trinacria Restorante Italiano
Turkey Hill Dairies
Uno Chicago Grill
Brad Vespe
Diana Viglianese
Village Art Gallery
Alinda Vosburgh
Walt Disney World
Michael & Mary Washington
Maria Waterloo Gardens
White Lilac Inn
Whole Foods Market
William Penn Inn
Willow Valley Resort
Mr. & Mrs. David Womer
Woodloch Pines Resort
Wood’s Golf Center
Worcester Golf Club
www.CandyBaskets.com
Sandy Zumiloski
Zwahlen’s Ice Cream &
Chocolate Factory
■
Josephine Zygmont
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My A Baby’s
Breath
Experience

to stay focused on my dream of
being a teacher and to be able to
help my daughter.

by Karen Barnes
The first time I came to A Baby’s
Breath in October 2004, I was a
scared parent with little direction. I
met Maryann who with a warm
smile invited me in to the office. I
sat down and my daughter Ashley
played with the toys. Maryann and I
spent over an hour talking to me
and listening to my struggles. I
wasn’t sure how to be the best
parent I could be and I didn’t know
how I was going to provide the basic
necessities a child needs. Maryann
suggested that I attend the
parenting classes for support and to
my surprise–this organization
had a baby store. I
was given 10 points
to spend on
diapers, wipes
and clothing–
the formula
and baby food
was free.

Words
cannot express
how much this
organization has I knew I had
come to the
right
place.
done for me and I was looking
forward to my
my daughter. next
meeting with

Maryann. I had
finally found a safe
place to talk. This organization
didn’t judge me. They showed me
compassion and understanding. For
the first time in many months, I
didn’t feel alone. When I arrived at
the parenting class, I had the
opportunity to meet many other
parents from different backgrounds.
We were all here for the same
reasons–to be the best parents we
could be, improve on our life
situation, and enjoy our children
playing together.
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Over the course of the next year,
Mary Ann and I worked on my
goals, building up my self-esteem,
and working toward a better future
for me and my child. We worked on

Ashley Barnes
my dream of going back to school
and finding the financial resources
needed to start class. In July of 2005,
I was accepted into Villanova
University’s Teaching Certificate
Program. With the help of public
assistance, Ashley will be attending
Harcum Children’s Academy three
days a week. I made the first major
step in taking control of my future
and it was a great feeling.
In October of 2005, Maryann gave
me some sad news–it was time for
her to set up shop at the Collegeville
center. With heartfelt goodbyes, I
hugged her and told her “Thank
you, you never stopped believing in
me.” The tears rolled down my face,
but Marty was there to comfort me.
Marty had taken Maryann’s place
and now we were continuing to
improve my life, showing positive
reinforcement, encouraging words
and many prayers. This helped me

Ashley had many health obstacles;
she had some hearing loss, speech
issues, developmental delays and
asthma. Marty and Jean were there
for me by phone when I needed to
talk and lots of hugs and loving
words. I have weathered some of the
storm with the help of Marty and
Jean. For the first time in years, I see
the light at the end of the tunnel.
Words cannot express how much
this organization has done for me
and my daughter. We have
developed
many
wonderful
relations with several of the other
parents from the parenting class.
The individual counseling which
helped build my self-esteem and the
baby store which provided Ashley
with a much needed winter coat,
socks for her small feet and shoes.
Most importantly, when I didn’t
have any money for formula, baby
food or diapers, this wonderful
store made it possible.
The amount of support my
daughter Ashley and I have received
is overwhelming. I thank everyone
for helping to make my life and my
daughter’s life a success. I am a
better person because of the opportunities and support from this
wonderful organization. I want to
say special thanks to all the
volunteers who take time out of
their lives to help and contribute to
the community.
God bless you! ■

Dannine
Carpentier–
Jeffersonville’s
New Director
by Dannine Carpentier
The first day that I walked into A
Baby’s Breath, I knew I had found a
second home. The people who
volunteered were all so very special
with the biggest hearts available to
any scared girl in crisis. I met a
fantastic boss, whose love and
compassion for this work was not
only empowering, but through the
grace of God, just spilled over in
every aspect.
I started out as a scared girl
myself, but I had the blessings that
some girls however do not, I had

Collegeville’s
New Director
by Maryann McDonnell
Sometimes it is hard to find the
right words to express a feeling but
in the case of abortion I feel very
strongly that there is “no justification for taking an innocent life”
Many different scenarios are
presented to us today by those
who feel that every woman should
have the right to choose abortion
and many of them at first glance
seem to offer no alternative.
A Baby’s Breath is just the answer

Silent Auction
CONTINUED from page 2

was time for the closing Invocation
from Fr. Wilson from Our Lady of
Grace Parish in Penndel. And the
Fifth Annual Silent Auction to
benefit A Baby’s Breath was over at
11:30 p.m., a half hour over
schedule. I attribute that to all the
fun everyone was having! And at last
I got a chance to catch my breath!
And I still had a voice left too!

family and a supportive family who
loved me unconditionally at that. I
met a wonderful man and we have
grown up together in love and faith.
By never giving up hope, we just got
stronger and the love and
compassion and these grace filled
moments were what I wanted to
share with someone in need.
With that love and compassion, I
became a part of A Baby’s Breath.
Becoming the Director was not only
a honor, but a way of always giving
back blessings, like they
were given to me.

Being pro-life is not only a choice to
me; it is a way of life. When I got
pregnant with my daughter, I knew
it was a blessing, not a burden.
Some women get scared and think
that they do not have any choices,
either by their baby’s father or their
parents pressuring them to make
wrong decisions that would affect
them the rest of their lives. At A
Baby’s Breath, we give them the love
and support they need lovingly and
unconditionally. We help them get
on their feet and help guide them to
be able to be good mothers to their
tiny blessings.
Giving of myself, is not only a lesson
in compassion and patience, but
seeing these girls through their most
difficult times has been the most
rewarding endeavor that I have
accomplished so far.
Thank you! ■

This
to those crisis
love to those who
organization
pregnancies.
find themselves, for
Here there are
reason,
offers hope, help whatever
volunteers who
at a difficult time.
will help a
This is, for me,
and love to those the way to do
woman to see
her baby take
more
something
experiencing
his first breath.
personal to express
The philosophy
my belief in the
of this organization
a difficult
of
these
sanctity
is caring for the
innocent lives. I want to
woman and her child
time
be a part of this caring and
and recognizing that each
situation is unique. This faith-based
organization supported by prayer
and the donations of so many
people in our community can and
does indeed offer hope, help and

practical company of volunteers
who show those mothers and
fathers who find themselves in a
crisis pregnancy that they are not
alone and they can CHOOSE LIFE
■

As I prepared to leave I couldn’t
help but reflect for a moment on
what I had seen from my unique
perch at the podium. What I
observed from the podium was a
great deal of fun and joy, laughter
and fellowship, camaraderie and
cheerfulness. I saw a celebration of
Life by those present and a
commitment by those present to
take Life and live it to the
fullest–fully appreciating the Gift of
Life they have. I saw a People of Life

dedicated to sharing Life for those
most vulnerable to loosing it–and
convinced that God was with them
and who knew that if He was with
them, the victory was already theirs.
They also knew that A Baby’s Breath
was a part of God’s plan to win that
victory! And they were overjoyed to
be a part of it!
The view I saw from the podium
was Love.
It was a magnificent view. ■
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A Baby’s
Breath–
St. David’s
by Maria Colflesh,
Co-Director
A wise person once said, “Life on
life’s terms is not easy or fair, but life
on life’s terms with the grace of God
is a beautiful gift that we all must be
thankful for”. God has given me
many blessings, one of them being
the opportunity to volunteer my
time to such a worthy cause. Hello,
my name is Maria Colflesh, CoDirector of the St. David's A Baby’s
Breath. We opened on August 15,
2006 on the Assumption of Our
Lady with a beautiful Mass said by
Father Hagen. We have been
building our resources, training
volunteers, working with clients and
even kicking off the fall season with
A Run for Life–St. David’s at the
Wilson Farm Park.

David’s volunteers!! Through the
hard work and dedication of time
and effort, race day arrived and
went smoothly. However, nothing is
ever perfect, not this ministry, not
our fall fundraiser. But it is as God
wants it. The imperfection of our
ministry and all that it entails is
what makes it so precious and
beautiful.
St. David’s A Baby’s Breath will be
starting their Parenting Classes in
January. Christa Gardner, our
Parenting Class Coordinator and I
will be working on a new Parenting
Class Registration Form, complete

with sample topics. This form will
be soon available, you may want to
look for it in the back of area
Churches, or you can e-mail myself
at mariacolflesh@yahoo.com for
more information.
I thank everybody who has made A
Baby’s Breath what it is today.
Without the kind souls that give of
their time, donations and prayers,
we would not be able to exist. As I
have previously stated, God has
given me many blessings and gifts,
and for that I am extremely grateful.
God bless! ■

Father Shea, headmaster of Devon Prep, offers a blessing
before the start of the 2006 Run for Life.

The idea to have a St. David’s Fall
2006 Run for Life was born mid- to
late July. Plans and preparation for
the fall fundraiser were in action
prior to our Center’s opening. To
some, the idea may have been
overwhelming. Not to the St.

Pregnancy & Counseling Services
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Advocates

Prenatal Classes

St. David’s:
Maria Colflesh, Jen Volpe,
Jo Ann Foley, Jeanine Peters,
Juliet Najdawi, Carol Grace,
Debbie McKenna
Collegeville:
Virginia Madsen,
Maryanne Gullick,
Maryann McDonnell
Jeffersonville:
Marti Cunningham, Jean Coates,
Maryanne Crowe,
Dannine Carpentier

Jeffersonville:
Delores Baldassari, RN
Collegeville:
Annemarie DeLuca, RN

Parenting Classes
St. David’s:
Christa Gardner, Debbie McKenna
Collegeville:
Maryann McDonnell
Jeffersonville:
Maryanne Crowe

Tutoring
St. David’s:
Helen Viggiano
Jeffersonville:
Diane Boyle,
Eric Zaremski, Bruce Broser

Baby Store
Jeffersonville:
Chris Baran, Coordinator,
Mary Larkin (baby baskets),
Kathleen Tomczak
Collegeville:
Carol DiDonato, Coordinator
St. David’s:
Pat Oswald, Coordinator

Spare some time?
Get your game on!

Why I Came to
Volunteer at A
Baby’s Breath
by Dorothy Stipa,
General Manager of
St. David’s Division

Bowl with
A Baby’s Breath!
Join us at Limerick Bowl on
Saturday, January 20th, 2007
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
$15.00 per Ticket Includes
Two Games and a Shoe Rental
T-Shirts Available for the First 100 Registrants
Drawing for Family Fun Night • Raffles
All proceeds benefit A Baby’s Breath.
www.ababysbreath.org
For further information, contact Dannine at 610-631-2279

About two months ago, I was reading the
Catholic Standard & Times when I came
across an article about A Baby’s Breath
(ABB) and its new center in St. David’s.
The article described its efforts to organize
and what it was doing on behalf of a
young girl who found herself pregnant. I
remember thinking how impressed I was
with the ABB founder, Karen Patota.
Because of Karen’s vision and willingness
to reach out, that young girl had a place to
go for life-affirming support and
direction. The next day,I called Karen and
offered to volunteer.
My decision to volunteer at ABB was
based on the desire to be a part of an
organization that is on the front lines in
the battle to save lives. Over the past few
years, I have been involved with various
pro-life activities. But, ABB takes this
involvement to a new,more personal level.
Since becoming involved at St. David’s, I
have had the pleasure of meeting many
special people who are committed to
supporting young women and their
babies.The first few weeks have been busy.
The volunteers and I have worked to
increase the community’s awareness of
our services. We have contacted local
colleges and we have attended the “Fan the
Flame”youth expo at Archbishop Carroll.
We have also hosted our first “Run for
Life” fundraiser and we are working on
other ways to reach out to the community.
In addition to spreading the word about
ABB,I have been elected General Manager
of the St. David’s center. The other board
members and I are committed to the
success of the center. As part of that
commitment, my responsibilities include
ensuring operational efficiency and
helping to plan fundraising activities. I
look forward to working with the
dedicated staff of ABB and I hope that I
will be able to make a positive contribution to such a great organization. ■
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